
From the Da Vinci Code  
to Christ the Lord:  

When Dan Brown's Heretics meet Anne 
Rice's Vampires 

 
Dr. Peter Erb 

 
Thursday Evening, May 4, 7:30 pm 

 

              Dr. Peter Erb returns!  With ques-
tions remaining, many of us wished to 
hear Dr. Erb tell us more—here’s our 
chance!!!  And now, with Anne Rice’s 
new book and popularity, Dr. Erb will 
speak about faith issues in popular litera-
ture. 
            Join us for this enjoyable program. 
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Winterthur House and Garden Tour 
Tuesday, May 16, 2006 

$60.00 
 

            A Perkiomen tour coach will leave the 
Heritage Center parking lot at 8:00 am arriving 
at Winterthur Estate at 9:45 am. 
 

            At 10:00 am, the group will depart on a 
guide conducted Garden Tour aboard the gar-
den tram.  Following the tour will be ample 
time for strolling in the gardens, visiting the 
gift shop and enjoying lunch on your own in 
Winterthur’s delightful restaurant on site. 
 

            We will gather again at 1:30 pm for a 
select house tour in small groups.  Finally,    
after making our way to the coach, 
we will arrive at the Heritage Center 
parking lot about 5:15 pm.  
 

            Call 215-679-3103 to register 
for this splendid day trip! 

Help the Heritage Center— 
Volunteer Today! 

 
       Heritage Center Staff said a big 
thank you to our wonderful corps of vol-
unteers with a delicious pancake and H. 
R. Waterman sausage breakfast.  Our 
treasured volunteers feasted with delight 
and enjoyment. 
 

        You, too, could enjoy a scrumptious 
pancake and sausage breakfast by be-
coming a Heritage Center Volunteer!   
 

        We especially need help at our re-
ception desk.  Volunteers here are trained 
and enjoy interacting with a vibrant staff.  
Selling in our gift shop is fun, fun, fun! 
 

      Call Debbie or Dave today at 215-
679-3103 and join the best team on 
earth! 
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 The Pennsylvania Germans  
and the Victorian Taste Exhibit  

Opens March 15, 2006 
 

              What came after our exquisite fraktur 
and samplers, painted blanket chests and sturdy 
hand-woven linens?   The Heritage Center’s ex-
hibition The Pennsylvania Germans and The 
Victorian Taste, March 15 - September 15, 2006, 
sponsored by the Central Schwenkfelder Ladies 
Aid Society, will provide a delicious glimpse of 
the assimilation of traditional PA German folk 
culture with the popular American taste of the 
mid-to-late 19th century.  Decorative trends that 
emerged at that time were integrated by the 
Schwenkfelders and other PA Germans with their 
own decorative styles.   

Continued on page 4 

See www.schwenkfelder.com for 
  Allen and Dave’s Germany Trip report! 
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Victoriana Expert John Whitenight to Speak 
 

            The Heritage Center is delighted to present well- 
known connoisseur and authority on Victorian decora-
tive arts, John Whitenight, on Sunday, May 21, 2006 at 
2 pm in the Center’s meeting room.    Whitenight’s par-
ticular area of expertise is 19th century arrangements 
under glass, and this will be the focus of his slide pres-
entation. 
 

            The Heritage Center is the proud owner of sev-
eral of these domed arrangements, which will be fea-
tured in the exhibition The Pennsylvania Germans 
and the Victorian Taste .  Wax fruit arrangements, ac-
cording to Mr. Whitenight, are peculiar to southeastern 
Pennsylvania, and the Schwenkfelders and other local 
residents created and displayed them in their parlors.  
He will discuss these and much more in the May 21, 
2006 program.  Don’t miss it…it is sure to be a fascinat-
ing discussion of a form of Victoriana that was dear to 
the Pennsylvania Germans! 

Stone Houses of Southeast Pennsylvania 
 

            Mr. Greg Huber, co-author of the newly pub-
lished book, Early Stone Houses of Bucks County 
and the Greater Brandywine , will present a Program 
and Book Signing on Sunday, April 30, 2006 at 2:00 
pm. 
 

            Gregory D. Huber  is a recognized scholar 
and architectural historian, and an historic house and 
barn consultant. He is the owner of Past Perspec-
tives - a Macungie-based historical and cultural re-
sources company specializing in historic deed 
searches, dating of historic buildings, and family 
homestead histories.  
 

            For more than thirty years, he has been an ob-
server and student of early house and barn architec-
ture of the northeast, and has primarily focused on 
structures in southeast Pennsylvania, northern New 
Jersey, and the eastern river valleys of New York 
State. He has had more than sixty articles published, 
and was co-author and editor of the second edition of 
The New World Dutch Barn: The Evolution, Forms, 
and Structure of A Disappearing Icon .  
 

            In 1997, he was awarded the New Nether-
lands Project’s Alice P. Kenney Award for his out-
standing contributions to furthering the public appre-
ciation of the Dutch-American culture. In 2003, The 
New World Dutch Barn  received the Allen G. Noble 
award of the Pioneer America Society for the best    
edited book on material culture in North America since 
1976.  
 

            Greg has presented numerous lectures and 
has led innumerable house and barn tours. Signed 
copies of his latest book will be available for purchase 
at the program. 

      Thank you to those who supported the 
 Heritage Center Wish List from the last newsletter: 
              
· Jack and Joyce Bryant:  Paper Towel Dispenser 
· Mr. and Mrs. William Potts: Paper Towel Dispenser 

Schwenkfelder Marriage Certificates  
Available Now 

 
The Heritage Center is now offering blank marriage 
certificates made in a Schwenkfelder fraktur inspired 
style.  These certificates (image on right) feature the 
sentiment, in German, “True Love Unites Our Hearts” 
and motifs and rich colors from the Heritage Center’s 
fraktur collection.   Created by Betty Shank of Shanks’ 
Folk Art, these certificates may be purchased individu-
ally for $10.00 or as a kit, complete with a traditional 
frame and parchment colored mat, for $50.00.  The 
frame measures 16 x 20, creating a substantial deco-
rative piece and charming memory.    In addition, the 
Heritage Center has acquired the services of a callig-
rapher to personalize your certificate for an additional 
$20.00.  This service is only available with our 
Schwenkfelder certificates.  Allow two weeks plus ship-
ping time for calligraphy.  And coming soon…birth cer-
tificates!  Watch the newsletter for more information. 
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           Narrated slide program by Aaron Heckler, Sunday, March 26, 2006, at 2:00 pm, fol-
lowed by unveiling of Herbarium and opening of exhibit at the Schwenkfelder Library and 
Heritage Center, 105 Seminary Ave., Pennsburg, PA. For more information call 215-679-
3103 or visit www.schwenkfelder.com. 
 
           Join us as we unveil the Schwenkfelder Herbarium which has been safely hidden 
away for almost 100 years. Come see what it is, hear how and why it was created, and learn 
why it is important today, as well as how it provides a link to past local history and natural 
history in general. Come journey with us as we look back to a time when folklore, folk medi-
cine and folk remedies were taken very seriously. To a time when people looked to native 
plants not only for the beauty of them but most importantly for food, drinks and medicine. 
            
           Hear about terms such as “simples”, “purgative”, “alterative”, “emetic”, “astringent” 
and “dysentery”. Perhaps unfamiliar terms to us today, they, however, were all common lan-
guage used by the herbalists (botanists) of the 15-18th centuries. 
 
           “May-blob”, “Lizard’s tail”, “Unicorn Root”, “Liver-lily”, “Poison-flag”, “Pigeon 
Berries” and “Ill scented wakerobin” are just a few of the many plants you’ll see. Come test 
your knowledge and try to match these common plant names with their corresponding plant 
and scientific name. The answers to these and many more will be given. 
  
           Perhaps you would like to test your knowledge of the whereabouts of locales such as 
Mill Hill, Swamp Creek, Reservoir Hill, Treichlersville, Hosensack or Shimerville. We’ll 
give you a clue: they’re all in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 
 
           Join us as we unravel some of the mysteries surrounding the hidden treasures of the 
Schwenkfelder Herbarium. 

 
 
 

Exhibit curators are Lynne Heckler and Aaron Heckler. 
Program and exhibit are sponsored by Deer Run Daylily Gardens, Salford, PA  

http://homepage.mac.com/deerrun 
Exhibit runs through June 30, 2006 

Special Program and Opening of New Exhibit  

A Link To The Past –  
Uncovering The Hidden Treasures Of The  

Mysterious Schwenkfelder Herbarium 
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Used Book Sale 
 

The Heritage Center will be holding 
another of our popular used book sales on  
Saturday, March 4, 2006 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

Friends Annual Meeting: March 19, 2006 
Kristin Pedemonti 

 

Put March 19, 2006 on your calendar now so that you 
won't miss the 13th Annual Meeting of the Friends of 
the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center.  After 
the brief business meeting, Kristen Pedemonti, a pro-
fessional storyteller, will present a program on what to 
do with the family photos.  No, this is not a scrapbook-
ing workshop, rather, an entertaining and informative 
presentation on how to elicit and use the treasured fam-
ily stories that are captured within the family photos.  If 
you have never met "Mrs. P" as she is known in the 
Valley, you are in for a delightful afternoon.  In her  
effervescent manner, she will help you unlock the 
memories that are stored in your family mementos.  
There will be a display table for you to bring a family 
photo to display with other Friends and guests.    

Spring 2006 Adult Education Programs 
 
March 19, 2006, 2:00 pm 
Friends of the Heritage Center Annual Meeting followed 
by: Kristin Pedemonti, professional storyteller 
 
March 26, 2006, 2:00 pm 
A Link To The Past – Uncovering The Hidden Treasures 
Of The Mysterious Schwenkfelder Herbarium—Narrated 
slide presentation by Aaron Heckler 
 
April 30, 2006, 2:00 pm  
Stone Houses, Greg Huber - program and book signing. 
Co-author, newly published book, Early Stone Houses  
of Bucks County and the Greater Brandywine  

 

May 2, 2006, 7:30 pm  
Fundamental Agreements: the Birth of The Schwenk-
felder Church, Dr. Peter Erb 
 
May 4, 2006, 7:30 pm  
From the Da Vinci Code to Christ the Lord :  
When Dan Brown's Heretics meet Anne Rice's Vampires, 
Dr. Peter Erb 
 
May 21, 2006, 2:00 pm  
Victorian Decorative Arts, John Whitenight 
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Victorian Taste Exhibit , Continued from Page 1 
 

             Witness, for example, the glorious Townscape needle-
work pictures of young 1850s Schwenkfelder women that com-
bined the very popular Berlin work of the time in images that 
are uniquely Schwenkfelder.   The exhibit will include furni-
ture, needlework, works on paper, ceramics, costumes and 
decorative accessories that reflect the Pennsylvania German af-
finity for things Victorian.               
             Additionally, the exhibit Pictures From Print will be 
featured in the Heritage Center’s fraktur gallery running from 
May 1, 2006 to September 30, 2006.   The Schwenkfelders en-
joyed copying printed images of the early and mid 19th century 
in watercolor, adding their own folk charm to their reproduc-
tions.  We will show a collection of drawings that range from 
the whimsical to the unusual, inspired by sources both Euro-
pean and American, and when possible, will show the original 
material with the facsimile. 

Upper Perkiomen Valley Baseball Memorabilia 
 

              Once again we feature the fantastic collection of local 
baseball memorabilia:  Photos, uniforms, baseballs and bats for a 
special spring exhibition in the hallway between the local history 
gallery and the Library.  On view will be some recent additions to 
the Heritage Center’s baseball collection.  Check out the roster of 
local leagues in the early and mid 20th century! 

Spring 2006 Exhibits 
                                   
Current through April 15, 2006 
A Star, A Star—images of stars in folk art  
             Fraktur Gallery 
 

March 15—September 15, 2006 
PA Germans and the Victorian Taste, 1835-1900  
             Local History Gallery—Sponsored by: 
             The Central Schwenkfelder Ladies Aid Society 
 

March 26—June 30, 2006 
A Link To The Past – Uncovering The Hidden  
Treasures Of The Mysterious Schwenkfelder Herbarium  
             Meeting Room 
 

April 4—August 30, 2006 
Valley Baseball Collection        Library Cases  
 

May 1—September 30, 2006 
Pictures from Prints: Fraktur Derived from Printed 
Sources            Fraktur Gallery 

www.schwenkfelder.com      Volume 9, Issue 1 
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Family Programming 
 

Beginning in February and running throughout the year, we 
will be running various workshops for children and their 
families relating to our exhibits.  Registration is limited, call 
215-679-3103 to register. 
 

Victorian Scrapbook Houses 
April 1, 2006  10:30AM 
$10.00 a child, parents and guardians free admission 
 

We’ll describe various ways the Victorians used scrapbook-
ing, and we’ll make scrapbook houses. After each student 
makes his or her own scrapbook, they will design and create 
a sequence of home interiors using various collage materials. 
Ages 8 and up. 
 

Shadowboxes, Nichos and other Shrines 
May 6, 2006   10:30AM  
$10 a child, parents and guardians free admission 
 

In time for Mother’s day and corresponding to our Victorian 
exhibit, using little knick knacks, trinkets and other found 
objects, students will make shadowboxes in remembrance of 
or in honor of one of the significant women in their family.  

We LOVE our Sponsors! 
 

A special thank you to the following busi-
nesses for sponsoring the following special 
programs at the Heritage Center: 
 

N Trak Train Faire 
December 10 & 11, 2005 

 

Bill Gillespie Electric, Inc 
Eyecare of the Valley 

Harleysville National Bank 
Perkiomen School 

Robin Hepler Graphic Design 
Quakertown National Bank 

 
 

North Pennsmen Concert  
January 28, 2005 

 

Harleysville National Bank 
Harleysville Savings Bank 

Perkiomen School 
PPL 

Robin Hepler Graphic Design 
Quakertown National Bank 

Summer Youth Programs 
 

Please call for registration, as it is limited.  
Visit our website as additional summer programs are added. 

 

Drawing from Nature  
June 26-30, 2006                   10:00-4:00PM               Ages 10-13 
Traveling to the John Audubon Center at Mill Grove, the Green Lane 
Nature Center and working with our Herbarium exhibit, students will 
produce a body of drawings, prints, make their own sketchbook/nature 
journal and more. All round trip transportation will be provided.  Local 
botanical illustrator and art teacher Claire Lukas will also be joining us. 
Students are required to bring a packed lunch each day. 
  Fee: $95.00 Registration is limited to 35 participants 
 

Contemporary Weaving Workshop  
August 14-18, 2006, 10:00-4:00PM, Age 16-18 or Grades 10-12 
Using non-traditional and traditional weaving methods and materials, 
students will design and produce a weaving symbolizing their identity 
as well as their matriarchal heritage.  Each student will use our li-
brary’s resources, and work with our textile collection observing how 
the PA Germans used weaving in their daily lives. Visiting fibers artist 
Laurel Kennedy, will be joining us each day to demonstrate various 
techniques, and show us examples of her work as well as other work by 
contemporary weavers.  Lunch will not be provided. 
Fee: $75.00 Registration is limited to 12 participants 

 

Register early! 

Wish List 
               The Heritage Center has had much success in raising funds for special 
projects! This quarter we are focusing on our extensive needs of our educational 
programming. This is a small sampling of the types of materials we need to sus-
tain our programming. Please call before donating or purchasing materials for 
our programs, many of these items can be used! Materials can be dropped off at 
our front desk or classroom during regular hours.  
 

Ongoing needs:unlimited quantities, no deadline: 
Canson Beverly Drawing pads, 50 sheets ea 

Kneaded and Plastic erasers 
 Softkut printblocks, $3.98 ea, 6”x12” (Dick Blick) 

Water soluble block printing inks, Black, Blue, or Purple 
Prismacolor Colored Pencils, Assorted 

Sheets of Watercolor paper, Hot /Cold press 90lbs + 
India ink/Black Magic drawing inks 

 

Materials needed by June 12, 2006: 
Flat sheets of corrugated cardboard, flat, 12”sq or larger 

Home furnishing catalogs or magazines 
13 – 18”x22” or larger (used) wooden frames (NO glass) 

Yarn and embroidery needles, all sizes needed 
70 sheets + of 90lb Stonehenge Printmaking paper 

4+ Antonius storage units, IKEA.~$19.99 ea 
17 + 4” Speedball Hard Rubber Brayers~ $6.19ea 

35- 2’ sq sheets of 1/4” thick Masonite (Home Depot) 
17 +  Speedball Linoleum Cutters and handles, sets are ok. 

12 or more- 12” or longer standard rulers 
5 packs + Nature print/Sunprint Paper ~8.49ea 



2005/2006 ANNUAL FUND FINAL REQUEST 
 

A generous friend of the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center has come forward to establish a 2005-06 Matching Grant 
Challenge to help us meet our Annual Fund goal.  The first $5,000 in donations received prior to March 31, 2006 in response 
to this campaign will be matched, dollar for dollar.  Each $1.00 you contribute is automatically doubled to a $2.00 gift! 
 
As we conclude the 2005/2006 Annual Fund on March 31, 2006, we thank all those who have supported this year’s cam-
paign and invite anyone who would like to help in this one final effort to respond today!  Simply cut out the form below, 
complete and return it to: Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center, 105 Seminary Street, Pennsburg, PA  18073. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

YES!  I want to help match the $5,000 challenge and double my donation! 
 

� My check for $ ________ is enclosed, payable to Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center  
� Please charge $ ________ to my credit card (circle one):     Visa       Mastercard      Discover  
 

           Credit Card number: ______________________________  Exp. Date: _____________ 
 

� This gift will be matched by ___________________________________________________ 
 

� Please print your name as you wish to be listed: ____________________________________ 
                      

� I prefer to donate anonymously (name is not listed). 
 

� My gift is in memory of: ______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 (Print names as you wish to have them listed) 

� My gift is in honor of:  ________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 (Print names as you wish to have them listed)         
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