
Heritage Headlines 

Join our Beary Fun Comm unity Exhibit      
This fall , the Heritage Cen-
ter is planning a special 
community exhibit and si-
lent auction: Plain & Fancy 
Teddy Bears.  This commu-
nity exhibit and silent auc-
tion to benefit t he programs 
of the Heritage Center is 
scheduled to begin Novem-
ber 28, 2004 and conclude 
with a public reception on 
Saturday afternoon, Febru-
ary 5, 2005 (snow date Feb-
ruary 12, 2005).   
 
Plain & Fancy Teddy Bears 
will be similar to our 
2002/ 2003 community cele-
bration: Happy Birthday, 
Teddy! Community organiza-
tions, businesses, and indi-
viduals will be invited to 
costume a Teddy Bear that 

has either a plain or fancy 
theme.  Participants will be 
asked to use their creativity 
and imagination, and create 
a bear that reflects their or-
ganization, their hobbies, 
local history, etc. Partici-
pants will be provided with a 
kit accompanying the Teddy 
Bears explaining the expec-
tations. 
 

During the exhibition, the 
bears will be judged in sev-
eral categories for a People’s 
Choice Bear Beauty Pageant.  
Visitors will be invited to 
cast ballots for their favor-
ites in several categories.   
Visitors will be encouraged 
to place silent auction bids 
for their bears.  The exhibit 
will culminate in a public 

reception concluding the 
silent auction.  Winners of 
the silent auction will be 
announced at t his time and 
Teddy Bears will l eave with 
their new owners. 
   
The Heritage Center is 
pleased to announce that 
Univest wil l again sponsor 
this community exhibit. 
If you or someone you 
know would like to cos-
tume a bear for Plain & 
Fancy Teddy Bears please 
contact t he Heritage Center 
at 215-679-3103 for your 
Teddy Bear Kit. 
 

Enclosed with this newslet-
ter is the “Report t o Donors 
2003-2004” . This report ex-
presses the appreciation of 
the Board of Directors to 
donors toward the 2003-
2004 Annual Campaign, 
which ended March 31, 
2004.  
 

In this report you will find a 
Heritage Center financial 
report, a list of all donors to 
the Annual Campaign 
2003/ 2004 as well as a  re-

cord of Memorial Gifts re-
ceived throughout the year. 
The Heritage Center counts 
on the generosity of donors 
for operating support 
throughout t he year – with-
out this support, we could 
not provide the exhibits, 
programs and archival facil i-
ties now available to the 
general public.  
 

Please review this report, 
along with the program-
matic information through-

out t he   newsletter, and 
plan today for a visit to this 
unique treasure of Schwenk-
felder and PA German 
Heritage. 
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As my work with the Rosina 
Drescher / Chrisoph Hoff-
mann correspondence con-
tinues, I become more fasci-
nated with the Drescher 
family, Rosina in particular. 
Rosina’s father George, her 
Mother Maria, neé Beyer, an 
older brother Christoph, and 
a younger sister Maria fled 
Upper Harpersdorf in 1730 
when Rosina was 16 and 
found refuge at Herrnhut. 
Anna Drescher, Rosina’s 
aunt, traveled with the family 
to Herrnhut. There she mar-
ried Melchior Kriebel on 
November 21, 1733, about 6 
months before leaving 

Herrnhut for Pennsylvania. 
 
There are several books in 
the Library with Drescher 
provenance. Rosina is 
known to have copied sev-
eral manuscripts including 
the hymnal depicted on     
p. 37 (Fig. 4-10) of the 
Fraktur Writings and Folk 
Art Drawings of the Schwenk-
felder Library Collection. While 
cataloging some rare books, 
I came across an old book 
(VN 12-1) with the inscrip-
tion: I, Rosina Drescher, 
received this book as a pre-
sent from the Aunt Anne 
Kriebel 1743. It is a devo-

 A Scholar’s View 

 

Make a Joyful Noise:  
Music in the Lives of Pennsylvania Germans 
 

July 18, 2004 – October 31, 2004 
 

“Make a Joyful Noise” will explore the role of music in the spiritual and secular lives of the Schwenkfelders and 
other Pennsylvania Germans. The exhibit features examples of Notenbuchlein (manuscript music books), 
many decorated with fraktur writing and folk art drawings. Printed hymn books, including the 1762 Schwenk-
felder Gesangbuch, will further illuminate the traditions of hymn singing in Pennsylvania German worship. 
Examples of musical instruments made and used by the Schwenkfelder Krauss family -- most prominently 
known for their organ building -- will be displayed.  Materials from the rich musical heritage of marching 
bands such as uniforms, photographs and music manuscripts from the Red Hill Band, the Hereford Band, and 
other local institutions are included in the exhibit. 

 
 
 
 

Jeff Arbogast Exhibition 
 

June 15, 2004 – August 15, 2004 
Jeff Arbogast paints wonderful color-infused rural Pennsylvania landscapes.  His 
rich play of light and intense color often seems evocative of summer mornings.  
Arbogast was trained at the York Academy of Fine Arts and has been featured in 
exhibitions throughout southeast Pennsylvania. 

 
Christine Glenn Photography 
 

July 6, 2004 – August 31, 2004 
Christine Glenn will present her photographic studies of  
flowers.  Glenn’s display of up-close, enlarged photographs of 
individual blossoms express their delicate, yet powerful, beauty. 
Exhibit will be held in the Meeting Room. 

tional book of prayers and 
other r eadings printed in 
Görli tz, Saxony, in 1596. The 
title page of this book had 
become lost and was re-
placed by a handwritten title 
page with a border r eminis-
cent of the border on the 
hymnal mentioned above. 
Perhaps Rosina penned the 
replacement t itle page. 
 
Shortly after the March 2004 
Newsletter appeared, Mr. Jim 
Kriebel contacted me about 
my article. He noted that 
George and Christian Kriebel 
were called brothers, when 
they were actually uncle and 

nephew (GR, p. 350). Check-
ing the original manuscript, 
Christoph Hoffmann wrote: 
“ [...] that Casp. Krieb. had a 
copy [of the Epitasia]. Georg. 
Kr., Christ. Kri.’s brother 
also made a copy” . Well, I 
believe Christoph may have 
made a slip of the pen, which 
I did not catch. Perhaps he 
meant t o write “Abraham” 
instead of “Christian” (VC 2-
6, p. 72 ). Anyway, George 
and Abraham Kriebel were 
brothers (sons of Caspar) 
and Christian was Abraham’s 
son. 

~ Allen Viehmeyer 

 

SUMMER AT THE 
SCHWENKFELDER 

Sponsored by  



J UNE 
HORSES ARE FUN  A hor seless hor se pr ogr am  designed f or boys 

and gir ls who love hor ses but don’t have access t o o ne.  Chil dr en wil l 

lear n a bout t he t ypes of hor ses, gr ooming and ot her hor se basics, and 

t ake a t r ip t o Skyline St ables, which will include a 30 minut e lesson.  

Ages 8-19 

J une 22, 23, 24  1 : 30- 3: 30 p. m.   Supply f ee $ 25. 00  per chil d. 

BEGI N NI NG SEWI NG   Par t icipants will l ear n t he basics of ma-

chine sewing and complet e a sewing p r oj ect t hat bot h boys and gir ls 

will  enj oy making and using.  Sewing machine and supplies will be pr o-

vided.  Par t icipants will be r esponsible f or pur chasing a small amount of 

fa br ic.  Ages 8-19   

J une 28, 29, 30, J uly 1  1: 00- 3: 00 p. m.                              

COST $ 5.00 –Equipment use f ee, cost of f abr ic ext r a . 

J ULY 
SEW  I N  THE EVENI NG  This pr ogr am  is open t o boys and gir ls 

ages 12-19 .   J oin us and lear n t he basics of machine sewing  while 

making f un an d usef ul pr oj ects .  Equip. use f ee $ 5.00 plus cost of f ab-

r ic.  J uly 15, 29, August 5   6 - 8 p. m. 

 PA GERMAN  GI RL PLAY DAYS  Come enj oy a day of playt ime 

wit h ot her chil dr en.  Br ing your “Amer ican gir l” t ype doll s t o p lay wit h 

Susanna Heebner our Pennsylvania Ger man Gir l Doll .  Susanna would 

love t o have some company t o p lay house and h ave a t ea par t y.  All you 

need is your doll, i maginat ion an d a $ 2.00 snack f ee.   

J uly 27 or J uly 29,  10: 00 -  12: 00 noon 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

· Class size is limited.  Register 
early. 

· Children ages 8-19 are welcome 
to attend all 4H programs 

· PA GERMAN GIRL play days 
are open to children ages 7-12 

· We are fully handicapped acces-
sible 

· Please complete one registration 
form per child 

OUR FOURTH 
SUMM ER!! ! 

How t o be a par t of 
Sum mer at t he 
Schwenkf elder  
1. Select pr ogr ams 

and send in r egis-
t r at ion f or m  wit h 
supply or equip f ee 

2. Receive packet in 
mail f r om  Her it age 
Cent er and com-
plet e f or ms and 
r et ur n 

3. Mar k t he dat e on 
your calendar  

4. Come and have f un! 

SUMMER AT THE SCHWENKFELDER 
Children’s Programs 

I n c onj un c t i on wi t h  t h e M ont gome r y Cou nt y Coop e r a t i v e Ex t e ns i on , ma ny o f ou r 
s umme r p r og r a ms i nc l ud e a  f r e e 4 H  M e mb e rs h i p .  W h i l e  t h e p r og r a ms a r e f r ee ,  

t h e r e ma y b e a n e qu i pme nt us e or s upp l y  f ee t h a t w i ll b e c h a r ge d .  
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August  
4H  Sewing  See J une f or descr ipt ion  August 2, 3, 4, 5,  10- 12 noon     

A WEEK ON  THE F ARM   August 9, 10, 12,  1-3 p.m.,  Aug. 11 & 13t h, t ime t o be announ ced 

Discover t he f un and excit ement of lif e on a Pennsylvania Ger man Far m  .  Camper s will visit  a 

living hist or y f ar m, t he 4 H  f air , and t he Goschenhoppen Folk Fest ival.  Act ivit ies on Monday 

and Tuesday will t ake place at t he Her it age Cent er .  We will l ear n about bees and ot her ani-

mals on t he f ar m.   

Cost f or s upplies and t r anspor t at ion $ 45.00 per per son, includes mat er ials and snack.  

Please return this form w i th your nonrefundable fee.  A program packet w i l l  be mai led 
to you w i th further i nformation and p rogram conf i rmation. 
Mai l  to: Jenni fer A l l ebach, 105 Seminary Street, Pennsburg, PA  18073 215 679-3103 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _________________________________   Email _____________________________ 

 

Age _____________    Birth date ______________ Grade just completed  ______________ 

 

PLEASE CHECK THE PROGRAMS  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING.   

Horses are fun _______   6/22-24   ($25.00)                                                                                 

4H Sewing   _______6/28-30, 7/1  ($5.00)                     

4H Sewing ________   7/15, 29, 8/5 ($5.00) 

PA German Gir l  Play Day __________ 7/27   ($2.00)    

PA German Gir l Play Day  ______________7/29  ($2.00) 

4H Sewing ________ 8/2-5    1-3  ($5.00)                

A Week on the Farm __________ 8/9-13  ($45.00) 

Payment information 

Check ________                                                                  $5.00 Friends Membership Donation __________ 

Credit card number _______________________              Exp. date   __________________  

 

Become a Junior Friend of the 

Schwenkfelder Library and send an 

additional $5.00 donation.  You 

will receive a membership card 

with your confirmation. 

Membership benefits include a 10% 

discount in our museum shop   

O ur fo ur th  sum mer !  

PRE-REGISTRATION  
IS REQUIRED FOR  
ALL PROGRAMS 
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Summer Events & Exhibits 2004 

 
 

             CURRENT EXHIBITS: 
              

PA German Patriotism Exhibit 
             The Heritage Center celebrates America with  
             selections from its folk art and decorative arts       
             collection.  Folk art drawings will be featured in     
             the Fraktur Gallery.  Exhibit ends July 3, 2004.  
 

             Hereford Hurrah: Folk Objects and Art f rom 
             Hereford Township, Berks Coun ty, 
             In commemoration of Hereford Township’s 250-
             year history, a collection of fraktur, quilts, textiles,
             art, tools and memorabilia hailing from Hereford 
             are on display in the local history gallery.  Exhibit 
             sponsored by Quigley Chevrolet, Bally, PA.   
             Exhibit ends October 24, 2004. 
 

6/17      Pennsylvania Germans. A Persistent Minority: 
A story of Germans in America by William 
Parsons. Reading/Discussion with Allen 
Viehmeyer at 12 noon and 6:30 pm. Please note 
that this will be the last program in this series.     

 

6/15      Jeff Arbog ast Exhibit 
             Jeff Arbogast paints wonderful color-infused rural 

Pennsylvania landscapes.  His rich play of light 
and intense color often seems evocative of sum-
mer mornings.  Arbogast was trained at the York 
Academy of Fine Arts and has been featured in 
exhibitions throughout southeastern PA.  

             Exhibit ends August 15, 2004. 
 
6/22-     Horses Are Fun 
6/24      This program is designed for children ages 8 - 19 

who love horses but don’t have access to one.   
             1:30 - 3:00 pm  $25 fee  
             (See pages 4 & 5 for registration info.)  
 
6/28-     Beginn ing Sewing 
6/30      Participants will learn the basics of machine sew-

ing and complete a project that both boys and girls 
ages 8 - 19 will enjoy.  1:00 - 3:00 pm, $5 fee 

             (See pages 4 & 5 for registration info.)  
 

 
7/6        Christine Glenn Photography 
             Christine Glenn will present her photographic stud-

ies of flowers. On display in the Heritage Center’s 
Meeting Room.  Exhibit ends August 31, 2004. 

 

7/15&   Sew in the Evening 
7/29      Join us and learn the basics of machine sewing 

while making fun and useful projects.  Ages 12 - 
19,  6:00 - 8:00 pm, $5 fee.   

             (See pages 4 & 5 for registration info.) 
 
7/18      Make a Joyful Noise: Music in the Lives of 

Pennsylvania Germans 
             An exhibit exploring the role of music in the spiri-

tual and secular lives of the PA Germans featur-
ing manuscript music books, printed hymn books, 
musical instruments, marching and community 
band music, uniforms, photographs and more!  
Exhibit ends October 31, 2004. 

 
7/27      PA German Girl Play Days 
or 7/29  Enjoy a morning of playtime with other children.  

Bring your “American Girl” dolls to play house 
and have a tea party with our Susanna Heebner 
Pennsylvania German Girl Doll.  10:00 am to     
12 noon, $ 2 fee.     

             (See pages 4 & 5 for registration info.)  
              

8/2-      Beginn ing Sewing 
8/5        Participants will learn the basics of machine sew-

ing and complete a project that both boys and 
girls ages 8 - 19 will enjoy.  1:00 - 3:00 pm,        
$5 fee.  (See pages 4 & 5 for registration info.)  

 
8/9-      A Week on the Farm 
8/13      Discover the fun and excitement of life on a      

Pennsylvania German Farm.  Campers will visit a 
living history farm, the 4 H fair, and the Goschen-
hoppen Folk Festival.  Activities on Monday and 
Tuesday will take place at the Heritage Center.  
We will learn about bees and other animals on 
the farm.  Times TBA, Fee $45.        (See pages 
4 & 5 for registration info.) 

 

8/13-    Goschenhopp en Folk Festival 
8/14      Join us as we participate in the Goschenhoppen 
             Historian’s 38th Annual Folk Festival. The festival 
             is family oriented and features old fashioned 
             foods and Pennsylvania Dutch meals, skilled and
             apprentice craftsmen demonstrating the skills of  
             the 18th -19th centuries using authentic costumes 
             and tools. For more information on the festival      
             visit their website: www.goschenhoppen.org. 
 
 

JULY 2004 

AUGUST 2004 

JUNE 2004 



 
 
 

 
SPECIAL NEED FOR SUMMER 2004! 
· This summer we are looking for 10 spon sors at $50 

each to fund the pho tography of important items in 
our museum collection.  These photographs will be 
used for traveling lectures, displays and programs. 
Please help us share our unique treasures such as 
fraktur, textiles and pottery with people who are not 
able to visit the Heritage Center. 

 

EDUCATIONAL  
· 5' x 7' area carpet                                   $ 100 
 

LIBRARY/ARCHIVAL 
· Bookshelves for archivist work area        $ 850 
· Oversized archival newspaper boxes      $  26 ea. 
 

OTHER 
· 3 ft. type 1-A frame fiberglass ladder      $ 53 
· 6 ft. type 1-A frame fiberglass ladder      $ 75 
· 12 ft. type 1-A frame fiberglass ladder    $ 189 
 

MUSEUM 
· Artifact display cubes and pedestals        $ 200 
 

Phone: 215-679-3103 
Fax: 215-679-8175 

Email: info@schwenkfelder.com 
www.schwenkfelder.com 
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Hours 
 

Mon     CLOSED 
Tues      9 - 4 
Wed     9 - 4 
Thurs     9 - 8      
Fri         9 - 4      
Sat       10 - 3 
Sun        1 - 4 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

More Wishes are 
Granted... 
 

The Heritage Center staff would like to 
thank Edward and Kathleen Bieler for 
their contribution of a Rubbermaid ® jani-
tor utility cart and Gerald and L aura 
Heebner for their contribution towards the 
purchase of a rolling file storage system 
for the Library as well as paint, primer 
and a child-sized clothes tree for the Edu-
cation Department. Phylli s and Paul 
Reimer funded the purchase of the 4'x6' 
braided rag rug, an anonymous donation 
funded the purchase of a Xerox cross-cut 
paper shredder and Pete and Evonn e 
Glenn donated a HP Scanner for use in 
our administrative office. 
 

Thank you for supporting the needs of the 
Heritage Center! 
 

Please contact the Heritage Center at 
215-679-3103 if you are interested in 
making a don ation towards a Wish List 
item.  Contributions in any amount are 
greatly appreciated. 

Wish List  

105 Seminary Street 
Pennsburg, PA 18073 


